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There's nothing quite like the feeling of cruising down the road in a gleaming, spotless car. But 
the opposite is also true - the embarrassment of driving a dirty, grime-covered vehicle can be 
downright painful.  
 
Not only does it make you feel self-conscious and embarrassed, but it can also have practical 
implications as well. Dirt and grime buildup can damage your car's paint job, decrease its resale 
value, and even cause mechanical problems. 
 



And for those who don't know how to properly wash their car, the frustration and pain can be 
even worse. Spending hours scrubbing away at stubborn stains, only to end up with a mediocre 
result, can be demoralizing.  
 
Plus, using the wrong products or techniques can do more harm than good, causing scratches 
and other damage. 
 
But fear not - there is a solution. In this ultimate guide, you’ll learn how to wash a car like a pro, 
and save yourself the pain and frustration of a dirty, poorly-maintained vehicle.  
 
On the other hand, you can achieve a sparklingly clean look with ease and without breaking the 
bank by signing up for our unlimited car wash memberships for as low as $20/month. 
 
But, while you’re still here, let's dive in and show you how to hand-wash your car and get it 
looking like it just rolled off the showroom floor! 

Materials Needed to Wash Your Car 
The foundation of a good car washing process starts with the right materials. Consequently, you 
will need the following materials to get started: 

1. High-quality car wash soap 
A good car wash soap removes dirt, grime, and other contaminants without damaging your car's 
paint. Choose a soap that's pH-balanced and specifically designed for use in cars. Car wash 
soap like Mr. Pink Foaming Car Wash is a good pick. 

2. Buckets 
You'll need at least two buckets, one for the soapy water and another for rinsing. Opting for a 
5-gallon bucket is a great choice as it offers added water depth. Also, use a grit guard to trap dirt 
at the bottom of the bucket. 

3. Glass cleaner 
Glass cleaners consist of surfactants and solvents that stick to the glass surface and remove dirt 
and grime, leaving behind a shiny, sparkling surface. Use a glass cleaner designed for 
automobiles to clean your car's windows and mirrors. We recommend Stoner Invisible Glass or 
Whoosh Cleaner. 

4. Microfiber wash mitts or sponges 
These are essential for gently washing your car's surface without scratching the paint. Microfiber 
is a great material because it's soft and highly absorbent. You may go for Chenille Microfiber 
Premium Wash Mitt 

https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/memberships
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B071RKWXKV?th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Chemical-Guys-Scratch-Free-Microfiber-MIC493/dp/B086HKHWZ4
https://www.amazon.com/Chemical-Guys-Scratch-Free-Microfiber-MIC493/dp/B086HKHWZ4


5. Drying towels 
 A high-quality drying towel prevents water spots and streaks on your car's paint. Using a 
microfiber towel is a good choice. 

6. Chamois or synthetic chamois 
A chamois is a great tool for drying your car's surface quickly and efficiently. However, traditional 
chamois can scratch the paint if not used properly, so we recommend using synthetic chamois, 
such as Meguiar's Water Magnet Drying Chamois. 

7. Water hose or pressure washer 
You'll need a steady stream of water to rinse your car's surface. A pressure washer can be a 
great option for removing stubborn dirt and grime, but be careful not to use too much pressure, 
as this can damage your car's paint. 

8. Wheel brush 
 A wheel brush is essential for cleaning the wheels and tires, which can accumulate a lot of dirt 
and brake dust. We recommend using a brush with soft bristles, such as the Mothers Wheel 
Brush and Armor All Extreme Wheel and Tire Cleaner. 
 

9. Tar and bug remover (optional) 
 If your car has a lot of bug splatters or tar on the paint, a tar and bug remover can help remove 
these stubborn stains. We recommend using Turtle Wax Bug. 

10. Car wax or sealant (optional) 
Applying a wax or sealant can help protect your car's paint from UV rays, contaminants, and 
other environmental factors. Turtle Wax Quick and Easy Spray Wax is a good choice. 

How Long Does It Take to Wash a Car? 
The time it takes to wash a car varies depending on the size of the car, the level of dirt and 
grime, and the washing method. A basic car wash with a hose and bucket can take around 
30-45 minutes, while a more thorough wash that includes detailing the interior and exterior may 
take up to 2 hours.  

Using a car wash service can significantly reduce the time it takes to wash a car, with an 
average time of around 15-20 minutes. Ultimately, it depends on the individual circumstances 
and preferences of the person washing the car. 
 
You can sign up for a car wash membership that’s based on your preferences. 

https://www.amazon.com/Meguiars-X2000-Magnet-Microfiber-Drying/dp/B0009IQZFM
https://www.amazon.com/Mothers-155700-Wheel-Brush/dp/B001GJ3DZS
https://www.amazon.com/Mothers-155700-Wheel-Brush/dp/B001GJ3DZS
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Armor-All-Extreme-Wheel-and-Tire-Cleaner-24-ounces-14415/16817389?athbdg=L1200
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Turtle-Wax-50783-Bug-and-Tar-Remover-Trigger-16-oz/16888962?athbdg=L1600
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Turtle-Wax-Quick-and-Easy-1-Step-Wax-and-Dry-Spray-Wax-26-oz/16888957
https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/memberships


How to Hand Wash Your Car- General Overview 
In this section, we’ll walk you through the general means of hand washing your car. 
 
Don't worry if you're a complete beginner - we'll also walk you through each step, from the tires 
to the windows in the coming sections, so you can ensure your ride is looking its best. 

Step 1: Rinse the Car 
The first step is to rinse the car thoroughly to remove loose dirt and grime. Use a hose or 
pressure washer to rinse the car from top to bottom. But be careful not to blast water into any 
openings or crevices that could allow water to enter the car. 

Step 2: Wash the Car 
Next, use a gentle soap or car wash solution and a soft sponge or wash mitt to wash the car, 
again working from top to bottom. Rinse the sponge or mitt frequently to remove dirt and grime, 
and use separate ones for the wheels and tires to avoid transferring brake dust or other 
contaminants to the car's paint. 

Step 3: Rinse and Dry the Car 
After washing, rinse the car thoroughly with clean water, again working from top to bottom. Then 
use a soft, clean towel or chamois to dry the car, starting at the top and working your way down. 
Ensure you dry all surfaces thoroughly to prevent water spots from forming. 

Step 4: Protect the Paint 
Finally, protect the car's paint by applying a coat of wax or sealant. This will help to prevent 
damage from UV rays, road salt, and other environmental factors. Apply the wax or sealant 
according to the manufacturer's instructions, and be sure to use a clean, soft applicator to avoid 
scratching the paint. 
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How to Clean Your Car Exterior- Step-by-Step 
Let’s take you through the process of cleaning your car exterior, from the wheels to the windows 
and others.  

So roll up your sleeves, grab your cleaning supplies, and let's get started! 

1. How to Clean Car Headlights 

 
●​ Clean the headlights with soap and water to remove dirt and debris. 
●​ Apply toothpaste or a headlight restoration kit to the headlights. 
●​ Rub the toothpaste or restoration kit onto the headlights with a cloth or sponge. 
●​ Rinse the headlights with water and dry them with a clean cloth. 
●​ Apply a protective coating or wax to the headlights to prevent future oxidation and 

yellowing. 



2. How to Clean a Car Windshield 
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●​ Choose a cleaner that is safe for automotive glass. Ammonia-based cleaners can 
damage the tint and trim on your car, so it's best to avoid them. 

●​ Spray the cleaner directly onto the windshield. 
●​ Use a microfiber towel or wipe the cleaner across the windshield in a circular motion. 
●​ For any stubborn spots or dried-on debris, use a scrub brush or a clean toothbrush to 

gently scrub the area. 
●​ Wipe the windshield dry with a clean, dry microfiber towel. 

Note: Avoid cleaning your windshield in direct sunlight or when the glass is hot, as this can 
cause streaking or damage to the glass. 
 
For a detailed guide on how to clean your car’s windshield, check out our definitive guide to 
cleaning your car’s windshield. 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NrvRHj5RhjkribSxzkm5O52huJL8WYrfrOTq5qCbeb0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NrvRHj5RhjkribSxzkm5O52huJL8WYrfrOTq5qCbeb0/edit?usp=sharing


3. How to Clean Windshield Wipers 
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●​ Lift the wiper blades away from the windshield and inspect them for any debris. 
●​ Use a soft-bristled brush to gently brush away any loose debris from the wiper blades. 
●​ Dampen a clean cloth with water and wipe the wiper blades from the base to the tip to 

remove any remaining dirt or debris. 
●​ If the wiper blades are still dirty or streaky, use a solution of equal parts water and 

vinegar to wipe them down, then rinse with water and dry with a clean cloth. 



4. How to Clean Car Mirrors 
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●​ Choose a cleaner that is safe for automotive glass. 
●​ Spray the cleaner directly onto a microfiber cloth or paper towel. 
●​ Wipe the mirror clean using the dampened cloth or paper towel in a circular motion. 
●​ Wipe the mirror dry with a clean, dry microfiber towel or paper towel. 



5. How to Clean Car Tires 
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●​ Rinse the tires with a hose to remove any loose dirt and debris. 
●​ Spray a tire cleaner or degreaser onto the tire sidewall and tread. 
●​ Use a stiff-bristled brush or tire cleaning sponge to scrub the tire sidewall and tread, and 

work the cleaner into any stubborn spots or stains. 
●​ Rinse the tire with a hose. 



6. How to Clean the Undercarriage of a Car 
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●​ Use a hose or pressure washer to remove any loose dirt and debris from the 
undercarriage. 

●​ Apply an undercarriage cleaner or degreaser to the undercarriage, following the product 
instructions and any specific safety precautions. 

●​ Use a stiff-bristled brush or undercarriage cleaning tool to scrub any stubborn areas or 
buildup of dirt and grime. 

●​ Rinse the undercarriage with a hose or pressure washer 
●​ Dry the undercarriage with a clean, dry cloth or allow it to air dry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How to Clean Your Car Interior- Step-by-Step 
Now that you're done with the exterior, let’s take you through the process of cleaning your car 
interior. 

Ready? Let's get started. 

1. How to Clean Car Air Vents 
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●​ Turn off the car's air conditioning or heating system to prevent dust and debris from 
circulating while cleaning. 

●​ Use a soft-bristled brush or microfiber cloth to gently remove any loose dust or debris 
from the air vents and surrounding areas. 

●​ If there are stubborn spots or dirt buildup, use a can of compressed air to blow out any 
debris from the air vents. 

●​ If the air vents are very dirty, you can make a cleaning solution of equal parts water and 
vinegar or mild soap and water, and dampen a microfiber cloth to clean the air vents and 
surrounding areas. 

●​ Wipe the air vents and surrounding areas dry with a clean, dry microfiber cloth. 



2. How to Clean Your Car Steering Wheel 
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●​ Choose a cleaner that is safe for your car's steering wheel material. If you're unsure, a 
mild soap and water solution should be safe for most materials. 

●​ Spray the cleaner on a microfiber cloth rather than directly on the steering wheel. 
●​ Wipe the steering wheel clean using the dampened cloth in a circular motion. Ensure to 

clean all areas of the wheel, including any crevices or buttons. 
●​ For any stubborn spots or dried-on debris, use a soft-bristled brush or a clean toothbrush 

to gently scrub the area. 
●​ Wipe the steering wheel dry with a clean, dry microfiber towel or paper towel. 



3. How to Clean Your Car’s Dashboard  

 
Alt text: Cleaning a car’s dashboard 
 

●​ You can get a mild soap and water solution as your cleaner. 
●​ Using a microfiber cloth or a soft-bristled brush, gently remove any loose dirt or debris 

from the dashboard surface. 
●​ Spray the cleaner onto the microfiber cloth or soft-bristled brush. 
●​ Wipe the dashboard surface clean using the dampened cloth or brush,  
●​ For any stubborn spots or dried-on debris, use a soft-bristled brush or a clean toothbrush 

to gently scrub the area. 
●​ Wipe the dashboard dry with a clean, dry microfiber towel. 



4.  How to Clean Car Seats 
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●​ Vacuum the seats to remove any loose dirt or debris, using a crevice tool attachment to 
reach between and under the seats. 

●​ Choose the appropriate cleaner for your car seats based on their material. Refer to the 
manufacturer's instructions or the label on the seat to confirm the appropriate cleaner. 

●​ Apply the cleaner to the seats with a microfiber cloth or a soft-bristled brush,  
●​ Use the cloth or brush to gently scrub the seats, being sure to clean all areas of the seat, 

including any crevices or seams. 
●​ For any stubborn spots or stains, apply the cleaner directly to the spot and use a clean, 

damp cloth or brush to gently scrub the area. 
●​ Wipe the seats clean with a damp cloth or rinse with clean water, depending on the 

instructions for your cleaner. 
●​ Use a clean, dry microfiber towel to dry the seats, and avoid sitting on the seats until 

they are completely dry. 



5.  How to Clean Car Gear Shift 

 
Alt text: Cleaning a car gear shift 

 
●​ With a mild soap and water solution. 
●​ Use a microfiber cloth or a soft-bristled brush to gently remove any loose dirt or debris 

from the gear shift. 
●​ Spray the cleaner onto the microfiber cloth or soft-bristled brush. 
●​ Wipe the gear shift clean using the dampened cloth or brush. 
●​ Wipe the gear shift dry with a clean, dry microfiber towel. 

6. How to Clean the Car Engine Inside 
Cleaning the engine of a car's interior is a task that should be performed with caution. It is 
recommended to have this done by a professional.  

However, if you do decide to clean the engine yourself, here are some general steps to follow: 
 

●​ Make sure the engine is completely cool before starting the cleaning process. 
●​ Disconnect the battery and cover the alternator, distributor, and any other electronic 

components with plastic bags to prevent water damage. 
●​ Use a degreaser or engine cleaner that is safe for your engine's material. Apply it to the 

engine and let it sit for the amount of time recommended by the manufacturer. 
●​ Use a soft-bristled brush or a sponge to gently scrub the engine. Be careful not to 

damage any wires, hoses, or other components. 
●​ Rinse the engine thoroughly with a gentle stream of water, taking care not to spray 

directly on any electronic components or sensors. 



●​ Allow the engine to air dry completely before reconnecting the battery and starting the 
car. 

How to Wash a Car Without a Hose 
If you don't have access to a hose, you can still wash your car with the following steps: 

●​ Fill two buckets with water, one for soap and one for rinsing. 
●​ Dip a wash mitt or sponge in the soapy water and wash the car one section at a time. 
●​ After washing each section, rinse the car with a bucket of clean water and a microfiber 

towel or chamois to remove soap and dirt. 
●​ Dry the car with a microfiber towel or chamois to prevent water spots. 

To learn more about how this process works, read our detailed guide on how to wash a car 
without a hose. 

How to Wash a Ceramic-coated Car 
If your car has a ceramic coating, you must use the right techniques to avoid damaging the 
coating. Here's how to wash a ceramic-coated car: 
 

●​ Use a pH-neutral car shampoo and a high-quality wash mitt or sponge to avoid 
scratching the ceramic coating. 

●​ Wash your car at least fortnightly to prevent excessive build-up of contaminants. 
●​ Wash the car one section at a time and rinse the car thoroughly with a gentle stream of 

water. 
●​ Dry the car with a high-quality microfiber towel or chamois to prevent water spots. 
●​ If necessary, use a detailing spray or quick detailer to remove any remaining water spots 

or streaks and enhance the shine of the ceramic coating. 
●​ If you notice any stubborn spots or stains, use a ceramic-safe cleaner and a soft-bristled 

brush to gently remove them, be careful not to scratch the coating. 
●​ Regular maintenance such as using a ceramic detailer, and coating booster can help 

keep the ceramic coating in good condition and maintain its hydrophobic properties. 

How to Wash a Car Without Water Spots 
Water spots can be frustrating to remove, but with these steps, you can avoid them in the first 
place.  

●​ Park your car in a shaded area to prevent water from evaporating too quickly and leaving 
spots. 

●​ Rinse the car thoroughly with a hose or pressure washer to remove any loose dirt and 
grime. 

●​ Wash the car using high-quality car shampoo and a clean, soft sponge or microfiber 
cloth. 

●​ Rinse the car again with a hose or pressure washer to remove all the soap suds. 

https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/blog/wash-your-car-without-a-hose-rinseless-car-wash
https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/blog/wash-your-car-without-a-hose-rinseless-car-wash


●​ Dry the car using a clean microfiber towel, starting from the top and working your way 
down. 

●​ For best results, use a detailing spray or quick detailer to remove any remaining water 
spots and enhance the shine of your car's paint. 

 

Self-service Car Wash vs. Automatic Car Wash- Which is Better? 

Finding time or space to wash your car can be challenging. That's where car wash stations 
come in, of which there are two types: self-service and automatic. 

Self-service car wash stations are those where you have to do the washing yourself. These 
stations provide equipment, including high-pressure water guns, brushes, and soap dispensers, 
for you to use. On the other hand, automatic car wash stations are drive-through facilities where 
your car is washed and dried by machines. 

So, which is better, a self-service or an automatic car wash? Let's take a look at the pros and 
cons of both. 

Self-service car wash stations allow you to have complete control over the washing process. 
You can concentrate on the areas that need extra cleaning and use the right amount of water 
and soap. They are also generally cheaper than automatic car washes, as you are not paying 
for the labor or machinery. 

However, self-service car wash stations can be time-consuming, especially if there are lines of 
people waiting to use the equipment. Additionally, if you don't have experience washing cars, 
you may end up damaging your vehicle's paint or leaving streaks and water spots. 

On the other hand, drive-through car washes are quick and convenient. You don't have to worry 
about the washing process, as machines handle everything, and the results are generally 
consistent. Also, you won't get wet or dirty during the washing process. 

However, drive-through car washes can be more expensive than self-service car washes. 

If you have some free time, enjoy doing things yourself, and want complete control over the 
washing process, then a self-service car wash is a way to go. But if you're short on time and 
want a quick, hassle-free wash that delivers consistent results, an automatic car wash is the 
best option. 

You can visit our automatic car wash in Van Nuys and Vancouver, WA, to save time and stress 
while getting the best look for your car. 

 

https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/van-nuys
https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/vancouver


Why Choose Sud’s Up Express Drive-through Car Wash 

 
Alt text: Suds Up Express Car Wash 
 
(Alternative pic: Picture of any of the drive-through car washes at Van Nuys or Vancouver). 

Sud's Up express drive-through car wash offers an unparalleled car washing experience for car 
owners who value convenience, quality, and affordability. With our unlimited car washes for 
each membership package, car owners have the freedom to wash their cars for as low as 
$20/per month. 

At Sud's Up, we understand that your car is more than just a means of transportation; it is a 
reflection of your personality and style. That's why we take pride in providing exceptional service 
tailored to meet the unique needs of each customer. Whether you drive a luxury car, an SUV, or 
a sedan, we have the right package to meet your needs. 

Our team of highly skilled and experienced technicians is equipped with state-of-the-art car 
wash equipment to ensure that your car receives a thorough and gentle wash. We use 
high-quality soaps, waxes, and detergents that are specially formulated to remove dirt, grime, 
and other contaminants without damaging your car's paint or finish. 

In addition to our exceptional car wash services, Sud's Up also offers a range of other services 
to keep your car looking and running like new. From mega shine to tire and wheel cleaning, we 
have everything you need to keep your car in top shape. 

At Sud’s Up, we are committed to being eco-friendly and promoting sustainability. We use 
high-pressure nozzles and water-reclaiming systems to conserve water, saving thousands of 
gallons each year. 
 
We also have recycling programs in place to reduce waste and promote sustainability, including 
recycling bins for customers and recycling or repurposing materials used in the car wash 

https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/memberships
https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/memberships


process. By choosing our car wash stations, you can trust that you are making an eco-friendly 
choice that supports sustainability. 

Convenience is at the heart of our services, and our drive-through car wash means you never 
have to leave your car. Though you have the option of self-vacuuming your car after the wash. 
Our car wash stations at Van Nuys and Vancouver, WA, are easily accessible, and with our 
membership packages, you can wash your car at any time, as often as you like. 

Key Takeaways 
 
Congratulations, you're now ready to wash your car like a pro! But remember to use high-quality 
car wash products, wash in the shade, and take your time to ensure a thorough clean. 
 
If you're looking to take your car cleaning game to the next level, we invite you to join our 
membership program. Our exclusive memberships offer unbeatable benefits, including unlimited 
car washes, priority service, and discounts on all our services. Plus, you'll have access to our 
professional team of car cleaning experts who are always available to answer your questions 
and offer advice. 
 
To learn more about our membership options, please visit our membership page. And if you're 
ready to book a car wash service simply locate our nearest drive-through car wash at Van Nuys 
and Vancouver, WA. 
 
Happy washing! 

Frequently Asked Questions on How to Wash a Car 

1. What soap can I use to wash my car? 
You should use a dedicated car wash soap, as other household cleaners may strip off the wax 
and damage the paint. 

2. Can I use detergent to wash my car? 
It's not recommended to use detergent, as it's too harsh and can cause damage to the paint and 
other surfaces. 

3. How often should you get a car wash? 
It depends on factors such as where you live, how often you drive, and the weather. However 
the general rule of thumb is every two weeks, but you may need to do it more frequently if you 
live in a dusty or salty environment. Consider our unlimited car wash membership for convenient 
and cost-effective car washes. 

https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/van-nuys
https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/vancouver
https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/memberships
https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/van-nuys
https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/vancouver


4. How can I wash my car without a hose? 
You can use waterless car wash products or a bucket and sponge to clean your car without a 
hose. Read our detailed guide to learn more about this process. 

5. Can I wash my car with just water? 
While it's possible to rinse off some dirt and debris with water alone, it's not recommended for a 
thorough clean. Use a dedicated car wash soap for the best results. 

6. How do I go through a car wash? 
Leave your car gear in neutral and take your foot off the brakes. This will allow the conveyor 
system to move your vehicle through the wash. 
 
Once your car is in motion, sit back and relax. The car wash will use high-pressure water, 
brushes, and cleaning solutions to clean your vehicle. 
 
Once the wash is complete, follow the instructions from the attendant or signage to safely exit 
the wash tunnel. You may need to put your car in drive and slowly accelerate out of the tunnel. 
 
At Sud’s Up, we offer a self-vacuum for users to dry their cars after going through the car wash. 

https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/blog/wash-your-car-without-a-hose-rinseless-car-wash
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