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Are Automatic Car Washes Bad for Your Car? Here's 
What You Need to Know 

 
Are automatic car washes bad for your car? This is a question many car owners ask before 
using an automatic car wash. After all, they're convenient and can save time. However, there 
are some concerns about their potential drawbacks.  
 
For instance, automatic car washes can sometimes be harsh on your car, as is the case with 
using hard brushes that can damage your car's paint, and harsh chemicals that can strip away 
the wax.  
 
So, what's the verdict? Is an automatic car wash bad? Well, there are two sides to the coin, and 
we'll show you soon so you can answer the question yourself!  
 
Let's delve in! 



The Pros and Cons of Automatic Car Washes 
Since everything has its advantages and disadvantages, automatic car washes are no different 
in this case.  

Therefore let’s take a closer look at the pros and cons of automatic car washes to help you 
make an informed decision about how to maintain your vehicle. 

Pros of Automatic Car Washes 

1. Convenience 

One of the main advantages of automatic car washes is their convenience. You can have a 
clean car in just a few minutes without getting your hands dirty.  

This is particularly helpful for busy people who don't have the time or energy to wash their cars. 

2. Speed 

Automatic car washes get the job done very fast. For instance, if you need to wash your car 
quickly before an important meeting or event, an automatic car wash would be your best bet. 

3. Uniform Cleaning Quality 

With automatic car wash, you can count on a consistent cleaning quality on every occasion.  

Unlike conventional car washes that may suffer from lapses, the automated system guarantees 
a thorough and even cleaning of your vehicle, eliminating the possibility of leaving any 
blemishes or streaks. 

4. Environmental Friendly 

Some automatic car washes are environmentally friendly compared to traditional ones because 
they use less water and can recycle used water for future use.  

As a result, it helps to minimize the impact of car washing on the environment and protect 
natural water resources. 

Cons of Automatic Car Wash 

Is a car wash bad for your car? Here are some cons of an automatic car wash. 

1. Potential for Damage 

While automatic car washes offer convenience and speed, they can also cause damage to your 
car's paint and exterior.  

https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/blog/3-reasons-express-car-washes-are-your-best-choice


The brushes used in automatic car washes can cause scratches and swirls on your car's 
surface. Also, harsh chemicals used in the wash process can cause damage to your car's finish, 
particularly if you have an older car or a custom paint job. 

2. Recycled Water 

Many automatic car washes recycle water, which, if not done correctly, can contain dirt and 
debris from previous washes.  

Consequently, it may further damage your car's surface, especially if the water contains small 
sand or other hard debris. 

3. No Personal Touch 

Automatic car washes lack the personal touch of washing your car by hand. While machines 
can wash your car's surface well, they may miss hard-to-reach spots or areas like the rear 
bumper with heavy dirt buildup.  

Additionally, they cannot address individualized concerns or special requests, such as extra 
attention to a particular area or avoiding certain parts of the car. 

Alternatives to Automatic Car Washes 

 
Alt text: automatic car wash 
 



Alternative options are available for those who want to avoid the potential drawbacks of 
automatic car washes.  

Here are two common ones. 

1. Self-Service Car Washes 

Self-service car washes allow you to wash your car by hand in a designated area. They typically 
provide a pressure washer, soap, and other cleaning supplies for a fee.  

Self-service car washes offer several benefits, including: 

●​ Control: With a self-service car wash, you have complete control over the cleaning 
process. You can focus on areas that need extra attention and avoid areas that are 
sensitive or require special care. 

●​ Cost-Effective: Self-service car washes are generally more cost-effective than 
automatic car washes. You only pay for the time and supplies you use, and you can take 
as long as you need to wash your car. 

However, there are also potential drawbacks to using self-service car washes, including: 

●​ Time-consuming: Washing your car by hand can be time-consuming, especially if you 
have a large vehicle or it's heavily soiled. 

●​ Lack of expertise: If you're not experienced in washing cars by hand, you may not 
know the best techniques for cleaning your car's exterior. This can lead to damage or 
ineffective cleaning. 

2. Touchless Car Washes 

A touchless car wash is another alternative to an automatic car wash. It uses high-pressure 
water and cleaning solutions to wash your car without brushes or other mechanical devices. 
Also, you can get the following benefits from it: 

●​ Safer for your car: Touchless car washes are less likely to cause damage to your car's 
exterior, as they don't use brushes or other mechanical devices that can scratch or swirl 
the paint. 

●​ Faster car wash: They are generally faster than washing your car by hand and don't 
require as much time and effort as self-service car washes. 

However, there are also potential drawbacks to using them, including: 

●​ Cost: They can be more expensive than self-service car washes and may not be 
available in all areas. 

●​ Limited cleaning power: While touchless car washes are generally effective at 
removing dirt and grime, they may not be as effective at removing tough stains or 
debris. 

https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/blog/the-ultimate-guide-to-using-self-serve-car-wash
https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/blog/wash-your-car-without-a-hose-rinseless-car-wash
http://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/blog/what-is-a-touchless-car-wash


Best Practices for Washing Your Car 
To maintain the sparkling appearance of your car, it's important to adhere to certain best 
practices when washing your car, regardless of the type of car wash you prefer. Here are some 
essential tips to follow: 

1. Choose the Right Products 

Use car-specific cleaning products, including soap, wash mitts or sponges, and drying towels. 
Avoid household cleaning products, which can be too harsh for your car's exterior. 

2. Choose a Shaded Area for Washing 
It's advisable to wash your car in a shaded location, steering clear of direct sunlight. Washing 
under the scorching sun can lead to unsightly water spots. 

3. Start With the Wheels 

Begin by cleaning your wheels, as they are the dirtiest part of your car. And use a separate 
wash mitt or sponge for your wheels, and rinse thoroughly to avoid scratching your car's paint. 

4. Wash From the Top, Down 

Start at the top of your car and work your way down, using a bucket of soapy water and a wash 
mitt or sponge. Rinse frequently to avoid soap residue. 

5. Dry Thoroughly 

Use a chamois or microfiber towel to dry your car thoroughly after washing, to avoid water spots 
if your car is left to air dry. 

Experience the Difference at Suds Up Car Wash Stations 

At Suds Up Car Wash, our cutting-edge drive-through car wash technology guarantees 
thorough cleaning without harming your vehicle. Our equipment undergoes regular maintenance 
to ensure proper functioning, while our soft brushes prevent any damage to your car's paint.  

Moreover, we only use gentle cleaning solutions and water that won't harm your car's finish. 
With two convenient locations in Van Nuys and Vancouver, WA, we offer a range of cleaning 
services and affordable unlimited car wash memberships tailored to your needs.  

Plus, our environmentally friendly cleaning method is also something to be proud of. Rest 
assured that you won't have to worry about scratches or dings caused by car wash brushes 
when you choose our services. 

https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/blog/dry-car-after-washing
https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/blog/ultimate-guide-to-choosing-a-drive-through-car-wash
https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/van-nuys
https://www.sudsupexpresscarwash.com/vancouver


Final Thoughts 
So, are automatic car washes bad for your car? The answer is “not necessarily.” While some 
potential risks are associated with using them, it all depends on the car wash company you 
choose and if you follow best practices. 

That being said, remember that the best car washing method for you will depend on your 
individual needs and preferences. 

At the end of the day, the most important thing is to take care of your car and keep it looking its 
best. Visit any of our wash stations, and we’ll do that for you! 
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